IV

HOW "VALMY" WAS WRITTEN

I HAVE already told how the work was partitioned between
the writers. Here is the way in which the editing was
done, and the manner in which articles were chosen.
Material was never lacking.

An editorial committee, always meeting in one of our
homes, was held before each number. We discussed the
subject-matter for articles and the policy of the paper.
We tried to keep abreast of current events, which was
not easy in a monthly publication. In principle, at least,
Valmy appeared on the fifteenth of each month.

Here, for example, are the ideas which guided us from
the original number.

The first issue of Valmy was distributed at the end of
January, after the Germans had already occupied part
of France for six months. The editorial, entitled Certitudes,
made known the attitude of the group, rejecting the
dishonourable armistice and calling on the French to resist
by all means in their power and to keep faith in the victory
which would one day come.

In this number, "De qui est-ce?" was the heading of
quotation from page 124 of Mein Kampf, of which we
possessed an unexpurgated French edition. In this
quotation the Fuehrer was contradicting himself. The
"De qui est-ce?" feature was a reply to Le Matin which
made a daily practice of quoting paragraphs aimed against
Britain, paragraphs detached from their context and taken
from the writings of Anglophobes.

The article on economics, which aimed at showing the
scope of German exactions, was titled, "Nos collaborateurs
pillent la France" Following this was a quotation from
a speech by General de Gaulle, which revealed clearly the
guiding thoughts of the man whom we called "the soul of
resistance/' A bitterly ironic paragraph was directed
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